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CYPHER
TELBORAM

Addressed:;
HIGH. COMMISSIONER FOR
PALESTINE.
Repaated:
GOVERIOR,
CYPRUS.

CONPIDENTIAL

Addressed High Comuissiemer for
Palestims.
Rnpogtod avg:::uwex;::sh:o......
© WL R Relll

Infants and erphans from Cyprus.

In view of meed for discretion
Public Relations Officers im both
Poreign and Golonial Offiee will reply
to enquiries by saying that a certain
number of infants and other compassionate
cases bhave been moved to Palestine for
practical snd humanitarian reasons, but
will refuse to give details or to comment

on numbers.

Most oi‘ Press enquiries here are
conserned with future of illegal
immigrants ia Cyprus as a whole. In
reply to enquiries attention will be drawn
to Nr. Rees-Williams reply in Parlisment

on/8th February that megotiations are

preceeding with the United Nations

Commission to arrangs the clearanse of
the eamps befere ocur final withdrawal
froa Palestine.

It ean also be revealed that M. K. G.
bave informed the Cemmission that they

-
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are prepared to release from detention the

two PAN ships after the 15th of May on the
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Colonial Offi cé ’ F‘ML3
The Church House,

Great Smith Street,
My Reference 76021/)'}8/“8 “ondon ; S.W.l.

20th February, 1948.

Your Reference ... ..

Cf*f;u.&fd -
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P B (;

)%;‘koA.ﬂ;Z1\’ ; (R

I enclose a drarft telegr e jo)
send to posts concerned regardin he

aspect of the Cyprus camps. I understand -that
our Press Department have agreed the line with
your News Department with the exception of the
final paragraph. I hope that you will agree
that there is no objection to mentioning the use
of the PAN ships; this would be a substantigl
help to the Governor of Cyprus.

301440 QY0234 2118Nd

Rennie was e€nquiring the other day what
the publicity line wasg to be and no doubt he would
oe glad to see the draft telegram. I told him
that on the general question of illegal ilmuigration
we should maintain our previous attitude that H.M.G.
were determined to control the traffic so long as
they remained responsible for the Government of
Palestine.
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AMENDUENT SLIP

POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION

Beirut telegrem No, 381 of 2.th ia
Foreign Office. e _yﬁto
7 G 3a )

Paragraph 2 line 3:- for : "
"by ‘Providence" | [g‘,’" undec]" read

Paragraph 2 line 5:- for "[gps |
is noJ" read "there is no" [gp‘ fndec. 7 there

CQUIMUNICATIONS DEPA:ITMSNT
26th May, 1948,
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*AMENDED COPY*

(This tele%ram 1s of partiocular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and mot pessed om]

Cyvher/0TP

POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Houstoun Boswall
No, %81 De 1.00 pem. May 24th, 1948,
May 24th. 1948, Re 2415 Pem, May 24th. 1948,

And slso to G.0.C. Palestine,

Repeated to *Damascug Amman, Bagdad
British Viddle Rast uffl]

MOST IMMEDIATE
SECRET

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe., 581 of

May 24th and G.O0.cC, Palestine, repeated fop information

*Damasous, Amman, Bagdad, Jedda, Cairo apds British Middle
Bast Office,

Jedda, Cairo amde
ce,

*[London only] Pleage pass to U.K. G.0.C, Palestine,

£1 (Cairo only] ©Please pass to British iiddle Kast
ffice*

SeS. "Providence" (Messageries maritimes) arrived at
Beirut lay 25rd with 20 passengers onl Aecerding to
Master the ship left Marseilles with passengers on
board (Lebanese authorities think that there were 1,200)
and proceeded direct to Haifa where passengers were
disembarked, Customary call at Alexandris was omitted,

2. Lebanese amthorities understand that there sre
24000 more Jews assembled at Marseilles awaiting passage
£rps. undec.?" to Haifa, Lebamese Prime Minister in
rawing my attention to the foregoini reminded me of the
gssurance that " [grp, undee, ?there is no Question of
facilities being given for Jewish immigratfion through
the port of Haifa¥ comtained in your telegram.No, 414

to British liiddle East Uffice, That assuramce wag
conveyed to the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairsg
May 18th as reperted in ry telegram No, 3692,

5 hat are the facts lease and if the gassengers

were Jews as the Lebanese aut orities understan
were they allowed to land at Haifa?

why
4. Vill you or G,0.C. Palestine plesse reply as

SOOn @8 possible repeating to sAmman where this may be
acted on to-night:

er .
(Copies sent to’jar Office for transnissios
to U.K. G.Q.%&. Palestine ]
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[This telegram ig of particular secrecy and shoulg be
retained by the authorigeg reciplent and not passed on],

Cypher/0TP, POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION,
—==22uAl DISTRIBUTTON

FROM BETRUT TO FOR:IGN OFFICE,

Mr, Houstoun Boswall,

No, 581, D. 1.00 p,m. 24th May 1948,

2Ath May 1948, R. 2,15 p,m, 24th May 1948,

AND ALSO TO: G.0.C, Palesting,

Repeated to: [9gps. omitted] © |
bR o ttedl

o~
Uule. i

301440 Q40234 2178Nd

MOST IMMEDIATE, 25 MAY 1944
SECRET,

24th M
0

5,5, " erles maritimes
arrived at Bei t gh O passen

According to Master the Marseil
ggsscngers on board (Lebanese authorities

cre were 1,200) and proceeded dirsct to Haifa where

bassengers were disembarked, Customary call at
Alexandria was omitted,

2, Lebanese Authorities understand that there are
2,000 more JT'S assembled at Marseilles avaiting passage
(gps. undec. J" to Haifa, Lebanese Prime Minister in

wing my attention to the foregoing reminded me of the
e

dssurance. that "[gp, undec, 9 t re 1s ne] question
g given for Jewigh immigration through
contained in your tele ram No,414 =~
to B}, E, 0, conveyed to the R

Lebanese Minister gn Affairs May 18th as
reported in my telegram No, 362, . . i
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5. What are the facts pPlease and if the péssengers
were Jews ab the Lebanese authorities understang
why were they allowed to land at Haifa?

4, Will ggu °r G,0,C, Palestine please reply as
e

soon as possi repcating to Amman wgerc this may be
acted on tonight,
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[Note by Communications Department:

Repetition of omitteg &nd undecypherable groups being
obtained, ]
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022 1399 3I [ 10

En Clair POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE
Mr. Houstoun Boswall D. 3.36 p.m. 94th May, 1948

No. 388
R. 4.41 p.m. 34th May, 1948
34¢th May, 1648

MOST IMMEDIATE
My No. 381 24th.

Please ptu most immediate to G.0.C. Palestine
as my telegram No. 1.

o}roln" of telegram No. 381 from Beirut sent to
ice for trannhsion to G.0.C. Palestine].
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The text of this telegram must first be arephrased if
commnieated to persons cutside British ¢t Servioce or
if tranenitted in a aypher system other tham 0.T.P.

[(This telegram is of particular searecy snd should be
retained by the autherised recipient and not passed an)

Cypher

D, 3,40 am, 25th May, 1948.
Re 9,10 (n:.haath Hily %948.
Admirxr
25th May, 1948, :

Repeated to Beirut B 77
Damascus b
Cairo

Commender-in-Chief Moditerrsnean 25 WMAY 1944 |

et

Following sent to Amman, My No. 5.

[Begins ]

S.3, Providence arrived Haifa a.m. 22nd May, having on
board 920 Jewish Imkigrants ex Marseilles, These wore
furnished with individual valid passports 80 per cent of which
Nansen document, P proof against Port Control and there
being no known specific embargo against assengers of this

" they were permitted entry, 18 oconsti entry
of personnel of Military ege under cover of British eotion,
Port of Haifa has in oonsequenocs been closed for gcrm of
withdrawal to all inooming passengers other than Govermment and
servios personnel and seleoted persons,

[Ends ]

Foreign Office please pass to Beirut, Damasgus and Cairo
&8 my telegrans No, 3.

{Repeatod Most Impediate to Beirut, Damascus and Cairo]
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B SECRET y

1S i ] her or confidential code” ~
NING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cyp : :
:tlve?sl:ge and the text must Erst be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to F

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

. (*NoTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :
“O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.)

250340D/May
From Compal., Date 25,5,48 aaxag;.&!
e (.T?ﬂ Y 3\ Recd, 0148
SECRE TEX

To Admiralty, c
Info. C. ;n C. Med,

MOST IMMEDIATE

For Prodrome, from Marriott, No, 41,

Fleo

No

7

se repeat o Huirut s my No. 3 Damascus, No 3
o & foliow.az sent to Amman, my No., 5 beginsi=-
S+8. PROVIDENCE arrived Haifa A.M. 22nd My, having
on board 920 Jewlsh Immigrants ex Marseillles, These were
furnished with individual valld passports 80 per cent of
which Nansen document. Papers proof ggainst Port Control
and there being no known specific embargo against passeng=-
ers of this character they werc permitted entry., This
constlituting entry of persomnel of Military age under
cover of British protection, Port of Hd fa has in
consequence boen closed for period of wilthdrawal to all
incoming passengers other than Government and service
personnel and selected porsons, Ends,

250340D

Advance coples sent to D,C., R.C,

I9989/{Lg 0 AR
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E 6980

PALESTINE 27 N

1943

Rewi .
N;‘:n";:f } E6980/1389/31 Jewish immigration into Haifa aroge

TELEGRAM FROM Azzem Pasha hes protested in the case of the

8ir A. Kirkbride 8¢ Be :P;gvide;lca' over the apparent violation of the
No. undertaking given not to permit immigration through
392 CONFIDENTIAL Haifa while Brdtdsh troops were in cgnlrol. &

TTTT

Dated May 25,1948 Reference : Beirut telegram 381 of May 2l

Received _
in Registry} nay 27’ 1 914-8 (36822/1399/31 )

1

IRERRRE

Last Pa.per. (Minutes.)
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Cypher/0TP POLITICAL DISTRIBUT ION

301430 Q¥023y4 21718Nd

FROM _AMMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE
M

Sir A. Kirkbride D.9.10.p.m.25th May 1948
Ne: 592

25th Moy 1948 R.11.20.p.n.25th May 1948
Repeated te Beirut

CONFIDENTIAL

!%ﬂ!!i 1% ??Lg Office tlcr % Egg
of 36tk 8y Trepea or infermation te Be .

Palestine.

-:30udiajay

Leirut telegram No: 381 te you abeut
S.S. Previdence. ~ :

- Azzam Pagsha has asked me te cenvey to you
a pretest agaimst thig apparent vielatien ef the
Undertaking given met te Permit immigratiem
through Haifa while B;_'&tish troo?s are in ceatrel,
e 4}'@
4T i %

X:X:X: A iE-GQBO
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" 27
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E = . 7027 /

1648

Registry | E7027/1399/34
Number

TELEGRAM FROM
Mr Houston Boswall

BEIRUT
No. 388 SECRET

Dated May 25,1948
Received

in Registry} May 27,1948

PALESTINE 27 Y (W

Jewish immigration into Hajifa : 8,8, Providence

Refers to Haifa telegram 41 of May 25 ,
(B6877/1399/31)

In view of the assurance given it is most
regrettable and has had a deplorable effect.
Hopes that the G.0.C. shall not be allowed on
purely military grounds to undo the marked
good whiéth has been achieved by H.M. Government'd

policy.

Last Paper.
=690
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and shoul -
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. - §.

Cypher/0TP DIPLOLnTIC DISTRIBUTION

FRO.. BEIRUT 70 FOREIGN OFFICE

rr. Housioun Boswall
No.388 D. 9.5
25th i:ay, 1948 Re 1.1

6 a.n. 26th May, 1948
O p.a. 26th May, 1948

Repeated to Cairo, Damascus, 4mman, Jedda, Bagdad,

B.;-‘J‘.. F.O [ ]
SECRLT - W

LIGHT it o

_iddressed _to Foreign Office telegraa No. 388 iiay 26th,
repeated for information to Cairo, Damascus, Amaan, Jedda,

Bagdad, B..i.E.C,
Haita telegram No. to yous Steamship Providence.

301440 Q¥023y dD178Nnd

In view of the assurence given this is most
regrettable and has had a deploreble effect here.

2e winister for Foreign ..ffairs asked me by
telephone if I had had any confirmation from Haifa and
I could only admit the facts. when I told him thatthe
Port of Haife would now be closed for the period of
withdrawal to all incoming passengers with exceptions speci-
fied, he seid thet he proposed 1o publish that. I have
since heard closure has been announced by B.B.C.

/]r“: b ARNRRRSRRERRRRERRE
-:90Uudiafay

79989

3. 4is this is not the first time that militery
considerations appear to have over ridden policy (I have
in mind especielly the surprisingly <udden withdrawal
at Haifa) may I respectfully express the hope that the
G.0.C., whose heavy responsibilitics I can fully -

appreciate, shall not be allowed on purely ailitery grounds
to undo the very marked good which has been achieved by

your policy.
k k k '§FrivAfF &?D
s . J
—Ook Mo i M

g %«/&Mé ~W .
o
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be '%3
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on];{

Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC DISTRIBUTION
FROM BEIRUT TO FORKIGN (FFICE

2N

Ur. Houstoun Boswall
No.888 D. 9.56 a.m. 26th iay, 1948
26th lay, 1948 Re 1.10 peu., 26th May, 1948

Repested to Ceiro, Damagqtus, Amman, Jedds, Bagdad,
Bo.uo "..OO.

_— ' E 7027

LIGHT

|

s L

i1

A
_Addres=ed to Foreign<rroi ek No. 586 day 25th,
repeated for information to Cairo, amascus, Auman, Jedda,
Bagdﬁd, BoMoEoOn

.
301440 Q¥0034 2178Nd

Haifa telegram No.41(%0‘you; Stesmship Providence.

In view of the essursnce given this is most
regrettable and hes had s deplorable effect here.

(T
T

2. Minister for Foreign Affairc asked e by
telephone if I had had any confirmation from Haifs and
I could only admit the facts. iWhen I told him that the
Port of Haifa would now be closed for the period of
vithdrawal to all incoming passengers with exceptions speci-
fied, he said thst he pronosed to publich that., I have
since heard closure has veen announced by B.'.Z.

- doUT A, 1y

5. As this is not the first time thst military
considerations appear to have over ridden policy (I have
in @ind especially the surpricingly -~udden sithdrsual
at Haifa) may I respectfully expre-- the hope that the
G.0eC., whose heavy respongibilitiecs I can fully

apprecliate, shall not be allowed on purely military grounds
10 undo the very wmarked good which has been achieved by
your policy.

199897728 ()

kK k k
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Jewish immigration into Palestine through Haifa.

oo

In reply to an enquiry from Azzam Pasha. we
informed him through the British Middle East Office
in a telegram dated May 6 (E5136/4/31) that the port
of Haifa would be fully occupied by the process of
withdrawal as long as we were there and that there
was no yuestion of facilities being given for Jewish
immigration through it for practical reasons. This
telegram was drafted in the Foreign Office in the
light of repeated statements by War Office
representatives at inter-departmental meetings to the
effect that Jewish immigrants should not be allowed to
impede military withdrawal by using the port of Haifa.
A copy of the draft telegram to the British Middle
East Office(No.414)was sent to the war Office for
concurrence and was duly agreed by them before
dispatch.

It seems that there was some misunderstanding
between the War Office and the 3.0.C.Palestine.
becapse out of a clear sky we later received notice
that820 Jews had been allowed to land at Haifa by the
G.0 C. on May 22. The G.0.C. then apparently realised
his mistake and hurriedly closed the port for the
period of withdrawal to all incoming passengers other
than Government and Service personnel and selected
persons.

The War Office have expressed regret for this
l8che and have telegraphed for a report from the G.O.C.
which has not yet been received. Meanwhile we have
telegraphed to Arab posts that -

(a) The G.0-C. has now issued a decision that Haifa
cannot be used for other than official passenger
traffic during the withdrawal.

(b) The 3.0.C. has been requested to do all he can

to prevent Jewish immigration into any part of his
withdrawal/

19989/ m; O W(erT?
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withdrawal aresa anA in any case to see that no
immigration takes Place through the port of Hairs.

(c) A report has been called for on the disembarkat ion
of the 920 Jews at Haifa.

s Qenss

e

31st May 1948

(BetTw)
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Refers to Haifa telegram 41 of May 2”"%5?‘.:(!6877/1399/31

A8 it is public knowle that imisran
- have entered Palestine thragg; a sinse l:; 15,

- suggests that it would be daa:lrablo to make
z:::;ed May 27,1948 | known publicly what the resl posatiom 18,

in Registry} May 28.19&8
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D. 7.45 a.m. 28th May, 1948.
27th May, 1948. R. 9.25 s.m. 28th May, 1948.

Repeatcd to Bagdad
Amian
Damsscus

f }
Jodia’ {E-7101

Jerusalem
New York U.K. Del.
Washington ' ?,3 W

- - vap

Tuld sDITh
RSTRICT D

Addrcssed to Foreign Office telegram No. 177 M
repeated for information to Bagdad, Auman, Damascus,
Beirut, Jedda, Jerusaleu, U.K.Del. New York, Washington.

Haifa telegram No. 41. -

"
S

Palestine.

Press announced last night British suthorities had
closed Haifa port to incoming passenger traffic. This
morning the press reports denial by Foreign Office
spokesman that any order hadisen sent to the British
Command in Palestine to deny the port to the Jewish
imnigrants and ships.

2. In view of your telegram No. 414, the contents
of w.ich have been passed on to the Arabs, I suggest 1t
might be desirable to let it be known publicly what, in
fact, the rcal position is. It is public knowledge that
immigrants have in fact entered Palestine through Haifa
since May 16th. As you are aware the whole issue of
Haifa is a sore spot with the Arabs.

Foreign Office please pass to Jedda, U.K.Del. New York
and Washington as my telegrams Nos. [gp.undec.?70], 41
and 39 respectively.

[Repeated to Jedda. U.K. Del. New York and Washington.]
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Comer/OT i sgp 2/ ADMIRALTY DISTRIBUTION

FKOM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE INDLARU

Sir 0. Harvey D.4.57.p.m.2nd Jume 1948
No: 748

2nd Jume 1948 Re5.0.p.m.2nd Jume 1948

Please pass following to Admirelty fer all

addressees.

To Admiralty, Commander in Chief Mediterranean,
SeN.0. Haifa from British Naval Attaché Paris.

[}
(Begins].

Information just received from Ministere De La
Marine, Paris, that sloop La Gramdiere en passage Far

East to Toulen was diverted yesterday 1st Jume to preceed
. to Haifs arriving Thursday 3rd Jume.

2¢ Kear Admiral G.E. Graziani, ex Commander of
French Naval Division, extreme Orient, is takimg passage
on »eard. T.0.0. 021611.

X:X:X:

22

)
X

%

19989/ TLE O H.TZIHTTI.
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2 JUN 1948

1940 PALESTINE

. -

Registry K » St 1
{2 Namber |BT571/1399/31 [ ovide: 18" o .
" Namber i Egyption M1 erelgn rs evidence

-  TELEGRAM FROM of Jewish personnel anrd storés being allowed to
p#ir R. Campbell CAIRO reught ashore at Heifs. Egyptian Prime lMimister

No. ks for explsnatiom since Haifa is supposed to be
785 till under British Comtrol.
Dated Asks for instructions as to how reply should be
4 Jun 48 |framed.

Received |
in Registry) 7 Jun 48

S
IRV .

o .‘«_-'h;l:‘-és%’a‘.s TR

Last Paper. (Minutes.)
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This peper has been held up pending investigation
@ the matter by the War Office. The results of

301440 Q¥023¥ J118Nd

this investigation are being submitted separately

in a note but it may be stated briefly here that
there were two cases of Jewish immigration into

Haifa during the first few days after the termination
of the Mandate, - the "Providence" with about 900

and another ship with about 200.

2. As has been pointed out elsewhere the fault
lies in the liaison between the G.0.C. and the War
Office. The War Office were confident that he was
taking measures to prevent any Jewish immigration
into Haifa port. I do not think there is any use in
pretending that this has been anything but an error
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qyflézzadtézilzzua“ and I submit a telegram expressing regret.

Sl M : .

. \J’ZA d ﬁtJAM\If
—— e

T /
Lol ¥ J.G.S. Beith.
1lth June, 1948.

hJ

Since this telegram was minuted we have had
another telegram on the same sub ject from the
British Mjddle East Office conveying a complaint
from Azzam Pasha. A8 we now have a number of
enquiries from Middle Esst posts about this incident
it seemed best to await the report promised by the
War 6ffice and put the whole thing up then to the
Secretary of State,who has asked for an explenation.

(Aotion

completed.) 2. The War Office have now found that they have

, comparatively little information over and above the
£ unsatisfactory telegram in E 7990, and have according-
45 ; ly proposed to telegraph for more-. I have written

| ,{ 7V the attached letter explaining exactly what points

' i we require information on.
N ext Paer.

YL R

(=709 7 32008 F.OP. J.G.S. Beith.

&‘\,\' QW\‘U l(l : \5 ‘/l4th June, 1948. ‘
&O&S‘ b St WNag € 6. €. 20w
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ko Clsir POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION

FRGM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir R. Campbell

D. 7.10 p.m. Ath June, 1948,
8.50 p.m. Ath June, 1948,
(

No,
TTh June, 1948, R.

Repeated to Haifa
Jerusalem
Beirut
Bagdad ) o .4
Damascus ) o' 8 v 70 JUR

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram ijo. 785 of June Aith
repeaied Ior information to Ha
Saving to Bagdad and Damascus.

301440 Q40234 2118Nd

sugyptian winistry of Foreign iffairs have obtained
copy of ship's manifest of 3,3, "Providence" which sailed
from jiarseilles on ilay 15th for Haifa where she
disembarked 581 men, 3.9 women, and 50 children all Jews,
and mostly described on the manifest as /ionists. arge
number of men are said to be of military age.

2, tgyptian Prime ..inister has personally instructed
sinistry to seek urgent explanation from His iajesty's
Government of why these Jews were allowed to land at a
port supposed to be still under British control, rlease
telegraph how I should reply.

3o As further evidence of use of Haifa by Jews,
ilnistry produced letter from saster of 3wedish Ship
"Sonja" referring to discharge there of cargo destined for
Tel el Aviv. They claimed to know that c.urgo consisted
of Y0U tons of stores,

Foreign Office please pass Haifa as my telegram .o, 1,

[Repeated to Haifa]

‘321440 Q40034
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GOPY. ¢
_

(B 7571/1399/31) FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W.1.
14th June 1948,

I understood from Southey this morr.in - youn had
found on investigation that there is 114tle more information
available in the War Office about the asrrival of Jewish immigrants
in Haifa fmmedistely sfter the termination of the mandate. It
was asreed that vou woiuld have to asx for & further rcport from
the Middle Bast snd I am therefore writin. this letier to <ive
you a basis for rour telepran of ergquiry.

We heve hed a toamaber of telesrams frow onr representatives
in the liddle East on thiis subject all of them askin: what rep v
thev sheuld retarn to commammications fron Arab States or the

Arab Leagzue. kay I draw your attention to the following papers
(copies of which are enclosed where available)s -

301440 Q40234 21718Nd

1. Beirut telegram No.430 of Jwuie 5th referrins to a
picture in the "Illustrated London News'. This
appears to he a different shic from the "Providence".
The "Sphere" has a nots about an immigrant ship
called the "Argentina' which may be the same.

Cairo telegram No.785 of June 4th asks for an
explanation about the "Providence'.

British Middle East Office telegram No.196 of June
10th reports the gist of an enquiry by Azzam Pasha
also about the "Providence".

I think you will sgree that the telegram from the
C in C M.E.L.F 78556/G/(0) C does not give a satisfactory or
comprehensive explanation of what occurred nor doss 1t go
bey 'nd the case of the "Providence".

The Secretary of State huas asked the Department for
an explanation of what occurred st Heifs and we should like to
submit & report as soon as possible. Any report would however
have to be based on what you learn from the G.0.C. and should
be rrateful if you could ask him to send an Immediate reply.

'321430 Q40034
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No.

B 7571/1399/31.
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Confidential.
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Draft.

J .B L]
11/6.

Telegram.
CAIRO
No.

( Date)

Repeat to :-
Saving:
HAIF%%

I'm Qk,‘
BEIR
BAGDAD = ™, g
DAMASGUS _:f;

'\é

ystribution .-

DEPARTMENTAL
Wo agrte

JuS Aecus
e 1

Copres lo :-

PALESTINE
DISTRIBUTION.

L~

f

Despatched
IMPORTANT
CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Cairo telegram NO. oco-

of .... June repeated for information
Saving to %a‘ifa, Jerusalem, Beirut,
Wd a_;fd Damascus.

v  Xour telegram No. 785 /of June 4th:
; i
~'S.§s“ "Prowidenceg-

o

7 You should reply to the Egyptian

#
e

o~
r

* Government by pointing to the measures Ao

taken as reported in my telegram No. 537
to Bagdad. You should add that it is |
regretted that e —renbMet =N
Mthe
necessary measures for the prevention of

Jewish immigration had not been put into

force when the "Providence" arrived.
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1948 PALESTINE &__JUN_1948

et 4

| Jewish Immigration, S.8. Providence,

Noa? |g7698/1399/31 |  ° .
_ Refers Cairo telegram No, 785 dated 4th June
TELEGRAM FROM (B7571/1399/31) Regarding S.8. Providence, there is
Mr. Marriott nothing to add to Haifa telegram No, 41 (B6877/1399/3¢
No. HAIFA Regarding "SONJA" No war-like stores have been landed
76 in Haifa since May 14th.

Dated I
Received g:ﬁ ™)
in Registry }
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Cypher/0TP,  POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION -

A TO FOREIGN -
Mr, Marriett.- De 7.05 a.,m, 8th June, 1948,

Ne, 76
R, 11,50 a,m, 8th Jums, 1948,”
7th J\IBO, 19“./

ZMPORTANT, -
CONFIDENTIAL,
Please pass to Caire as 3 Ry telegrq; by L
Your telegram 1 (785 to(?omign Ofﬁch
3.S. "Providen e", There is nothing te add te
ny telegram § 41 to Foreign Office),

2. SONJA, No ( at ne) war-like stores
have been landed in fa since May 14th,

[(Repeated te Caire]

/ '__
E.7098
L8 JUN 1948 J
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v 94d PALESTINE 12 JUN 1948

Nente |B7902/1399/31

TELEGRAM FROM ’ ers Cairo telegram 85 dated Lwh Juns
B. M. E. O, E7571/1399/31) Bets out mainm points of Memorendum
No. 196 sent bg Azzam ha on the subfect of arrivel of
| mjgrants ex S.5. Providence.
Dated ' tatefi that dischatge of Immigrants and arms

Recei 10th June 98 with the assitance of a British Officer
eceived }12 n

in Registry
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!!'_._%. o8B, June 1llth, 1948,
June 10th, 19.8. «D.l, June 1llth, 1948,

Repeated te Bsirut,
Dmmﬂg

d,

8,

Jerusalen, {E ’7502 ‘

(12 JUN 1948 J

4

Amman, )

[ ]
Jedda, ) SAVING.
Caire, §

Jerusal

»” ‘7)
Caire telegram Ne. 785, & Hat

1. Azzam Pasha has sent me a memerandum on the subjeet
of arrival of Jewish immigrants in S.8. Providence,

2, After detailing alleged facts of arrival ef ships at
Haifa memerandum adds discharge of carge ef arms and mﬁ

was reperted te have been carried out with the assistance of
a British efficer accempanied by Hagana officers.

3. It goes on te centend thet if thig is true it
constitutes a vielation of the neutrality that should be
ebgerved by British suthorities at the pregent Juncture and
states that the British Govemment had declared they would net
allew either arms, provisions, er Jewish immigrants te reach
(grps.undec. ? frent lines] threugh the pert of Haifa, It
concludes by saying that the League of Arab States hepes te
be informed ef the true facts of the case,

ke Memerandum was accepted without cemment and cepy is
being ferwarded te you by bag,

5. Please instruot me as te reply,
Fereign Office please pass Haifa as my telegram Ne, 1.
[Repeated teo Haifa. ]

66666

I9m/ﬂ.£ 0 ARARRRRRERRERRRY

grants
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A clair, POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION,

FROM HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Marriott, D. 9,25 a,m, 20th June, 1948,

No,122,
R, 11.14 a.m, 20th June, 1948,
20th June, 1948,

—

Your telegram 113,
No truth whatsoever in allegation.

Please repeat to B,M,E,0,, Beirut Damascus,
Bagdad, Jerusalem, Amman, Jedda and Cairo as ny
telegrams 6, 19, 11, 6, Il, 15, 6 and 11 respectively.

[Repeated as requested.

Telegram No,115 to Haifa repeated tel egram 100
to Haifa which was a repetition of BN, E.0.Cairo
telegram No,196 of June 10th to F.O. ).

4

NOGNOT 321440 Q¥003¥y
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1948 18 JUN 1948

PALESTINE

Registry
Number }E8198/1 399/ 31 I1llegal Arms for Palestine,

TELEGRAM FROM Refers B.M.E.O. telegram No, 196 dated 10th June

B. M. B. O, (E7902/1399/31) Has received afurther memorandum
No. 203 from the Arab League, stating that two vessels one
flying Panama flag and the other apparently Polish
Dated arrived at Haifa on June 14th, one carried tanks
Received 17thnJune and the other Guns and ammunition destined for the
in Regist,) 18th " Zionists, |

Arab League expects British authorities ta prevent

these cargoes being landed.

301440 Q¥0234 J178Nd
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ISTRY REPETITION OF TELEGRAMS.
- (Q/ { ﬂ'/ < //
I pE 1399 /31

301440 Q¥0234 J178nd

(1) TELEGRAM SECTION,
ForeiecN OFFICE.

Please repeat to the posts shown below telegram No e

....... Hadw

-:90u3idfay

En glair.

Vmoarves).

(2) DrvisioN coNCERNE fFo

- S B eee e
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I Cypher/0Ip POLTPICAL DISTRIBUTION

FROM CAIRO B, M, 5,0, TO FOREIGN OrFICE

No, 20 D. 11, 16 a.m, 17th June,1948.
une, 1948, R, 1. 22 p.m. 17th June,1918.

Repeated to Halfa
Beirut - g \
Damascus E: N M
Bagdad | ‘
Jerusalem ' )
U.K.Del. New York g JulN 19438
Ccairo - -
Amman Saving
Jedda Saving

-

TiMEDIATE

301440 Q40234 D118N4d

CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 203 of June
17th repes ormastion to Halfa, Beirut, Damascus,
Bagdad, Jerusalen, U.K.Del. New York, Cairo and saving

to Amman, Jelda. .
-
My telegram No. 196 of June 11th: Haifa,

I have received & further memorsndum froml Arab League
stating two vessels one flylng Panama flag and the other
apparently Polish arrived at Haifa on June 14th. One
carried tanks and other guns and ammunitiocn destined for
7ionists. Vessels did not enter pert but stopped short
in an adjoining quay beloanging to I.F.Ce siemorandum
continues that to allow these vessels to enter Haifa and
unload their cargoes constitutes a violation of pledges
given by British suthorities as well as an infringement
of Security Councils resolution of iay 29th. "Arab League
therefore expects British authorities who are still respon-
sible for port o Haifa would prevent these vessels from
unloading their cargo and falling of these arms and
munitions in hands of Zlonists".

QY 023y
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0. pPleass instruct me as 10 reply, ifemorandum does not
stete whether mstter has been reported to iledistor.
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Foreign Office pass Heifa immediate and U.K.Del.
New York as my telegrams Nos, 2 and A8 respectively.
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‘| [Security classification
—if any

B.M.E.O. telegram No. 203 / of June 17th:

alleged unloading of arms carrying vessels at

Haifa_/

I assume that there can he no foundation for
the report communicated bv the Arab League.

Pl-ase telegranh most urgently the material for

B duner7

a reply.
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rpher/CTP ~PART,.ENTAL DISTRIBUTION.
onfidential.

FROM FOR:SIGN CFFICH TO HAIFA,
o, 188.
18th June, 1948, D, 1.16 p.m. 18th June, 1948,
Repeated to B.M.X.0, No, 846,
W0ST IMMEDIATE.
CONFIDENT IAL.

Addressed to Haifa telegram No of 18th June
repeated Tor In;armaEIon to g.E.E:U.

B.1, 5,0, telegram No, 203 [of June 17th:
ioading of arms carrying vessels at Haifa],

alleged un
I assume that there can be no foundation for the

rcgort communicated b{ the Arab league, Please
telegraph most urgently the material for a reply.

C:C
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En Clair DEFARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION
FROM HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICE  omaABL

Mr, Msrriott, D. 7.02 p.m. 18th June,1948.
No, 112

Igtﬁffﬁnc,l9k8.

Repeated to B.M.E.O.

R, 8.10 p.m. 18th June,1948.

LOST IMMEDIATE

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.112 of

June 18th, repeated to B.M.E.Q.
R

Your telegram No.138 of the 18th June,

;e n !l
?'Q“"/'

No truth whatever.

Please repeat B.M,E.O,

[Repeated to B.M.E.O.]
’ o JUN/
e G
N ‘ﬁa
9 oqr"'
Y
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ﬁ%ifiz“"k De 4.05 pem. Jume 50th,1948,
June 50%!1,19‘8. Re 5¢15 peme MW,lM.

£ .
Your telegrsm No. 679 repeating Haifs No. 118

not umderstood singe we do not amsry to have
reference. VWas it intended for smother post?
[Copy ssut to Middle Eest Segreteiist]
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ond July, 19A8.

Your telegram No. 727.
Telegram in question referred to report contsined

-:90u3.43fay

in Ceiro telegram No, 203 of which it was a denial,
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Registry

Number |B8216/1399/31

FROM

Mr. Troutbeck

No. CAIRO

12th June

) 18th »
Received }

in Registry

Dated

————— .

Arrival inp Palestine of Jews Ex 3.S.

¢

o

Providence,

(E7902/1399/31) Now encloses copy of

the case of the S.S. Providence,

Refers Cadre telegram No, 196 dated 10th June

the memorandum

from the Arab League referred to the:ein regarding

Last Paper

%/yg’

References

(Print)

(How disposed of)

(Minutes.)
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DES ETATS ARABES

SECREATARIAT GENERAL

No.

The British Goverhment also undertook
to prevent Jewish immigration into Palestine through the
port of Haifa.

In bringing the matter to the notice of
the British Authorities concerned, the League of Arab States
hopes to be informed of the true facts of the case.

Cairo, 7th June, 1948,
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‘ .
u' DES ETATS ARABES

Le Caire, le
‘gECRETARIAT GENERAL

No.

MEMORANDUM

It has come to the knowledge of the

League of Arab States that the S/S "Providence" left

Marseilles on the 15th of May, 1948, carrying arms and

301440 G¥0234 21718Nd

Jewish immigrants for Palestine. The vessel was making for

Alexandria, but changed its course in order to escape in-

spection by the Egyptian Authorities and headed direct

for Haifa, where it unloaded the consignment of arms sent

—:aaua;a;ay

to the Zionists and the immigrants it carried on board.
This is reported to have been carried out with the as-
sistance of a British officer, accompanied by Haganah

officers,

If this information 1is true, permission

N
[ F%)
-1
[
V\
== 2 I
o0
(= p )
(=
[

by the British Authorities who are now in control of the

port of Haifa for the unloading of arms intended for the

7Zionist terrorist gangs and the disembarcation of immigrants

to join the terrorist ranks, would be a violation of the neu-

trality the British Authorities should observe at this criti-

‘301440 Q4003

J118Nd 3HL 40 NOISSINWY3d LNO
-H1 1M ATIV3 IHdVYDO0L0Hd 032NQ0Y 43 Y
38 01 1ON - H4V¥D0LOHd 1HDIYALOD
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cal Jjuncture,

It will be recalled that the British Gov-

ernment declared that after the termination of the Mandate,

they would no longer be responsible for the country except in

so far as concerns those regions in which British forces would

be at the time of their evacuation., The British Government also

declared that they would retain control of Haifa Port for eva-

cuation purposes only, and that they would not allow either

arms or provisions to reach the terrorist gangs.

s
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BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFFICE,
10 SHARIA TOLUMBAT,
CAIRO.

E Jolc

1 -~

12th June, 12048
(18 JUN 1943

N

-

E 790

3ir,

telegran I"o.

forward nercwi ‘ : X

froa the “rob e Terrel Lo L o erein,
recarding the case Tothe « Froviience.
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I siould be ~votell Tor

5 - R S . R e Y Y ey T T
‘nstructions wo to o ietis 20 oy I S0l
WSV Ul et .

I hueve the aonouwy ©0 e
witiv the wigneast vesypest
Sir,
Your 1103t oveldiesnt
nuw.ble servount,

T™ne ®t, ‘onour:.ble
Tia Liijenty's

Forecirn Office.
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1940 TALLS O

Régis:ry Illegal Arms for Palestine,

. Number | B8498/1399/31 . N oreice 203
: efers B.M.E.O. telegram to Foreign Office 2
TELEGRAM FROM dated 17th June (E8198/1399/31) Similar protest
Sir. H. Mack has bee:r received from the Iragqi Government regarding
No. BAGDAD these ;tw. ships which gives further details.

684

22nd June
23rd June

Dated

Received }
in Registry

~ - - - e

Last Paper. | (Minutes )
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Cypher/OTP POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION
FRO.. BAGDAD TO rOREIGN OFFICE

Sir H. Mack. :
No.o84 De 7426 @emes 23rd June, 1948
22nd June, 1948 Re 9.10 aem. 23rd June, 1948

Repeated to B,...".C. Cairo, Halta, Jerysalem, and
saving to Beirut, Dauascusf U.K.D L New York,
Amman and Jedda.

o ] E _8498

COTFIDENTIAL
23 J

addressed to Foreign Oftice tele
22nd, reneated for Information to R... . . . Cairo, Hsaifa,
Jerusalem and Saving to.Beirut, Damascus, U.X.,DEL New
York, Amnan snd Jedds. //

v Ty
Beow™ats telegran Mo, 208 to you.

I have received similar protest from Iragl Governuzent
wnich gives further details. auze of olish ship is
unknown. Shin flying Prnamanian tlsg was naumed "Atlania®
=nd left Port De Bouc near .arseilles on the evening of
June 11th, after coming into force of cease fire order
which, uemorandum points out, requires all Governazents
to respect conditions stipulated by M-diator in accord nce
with 3ecurity Council®’s decision. Aitlanis is alleged
to have carried 950 Jewish imaigrants and 20 tons of
erns including machine guns, hand grenad-s, 4,000 shells
and 12 tons of asortar guns. Polish ship carried srmoured
cars and other arms and war wmaterials. ..emorsndum asks
that enquiries be made ss to action teken by Fritish
authorities et Haife with regard to unlosding of the above
cergo and imeigrahts, ..inister for Foreign Afiairs
in nhanding ze memorandum said thct the matter nad not be n
repcrtec to the Medistor.

2e ilease instruct ae as t» reply.

Foreign Cifice plesse peses 10 {aita as ay telegras
No.4. and seoving to U.K.D'L YWew Yorx ez 1y telegram Mo,
¢ caving.

[Repeated to Heifa anl 3sving to U.K. uL lew Yorx].

k k-
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Neger) | B8613/1399/31

‘ Number
FROMWAR OFFICE
i (Mr Leask) to Mr Beith

F

i\‘Mu-h

‘S W D LB AR

Refers to WO telegram 14

(E8313/1399/31). .

Encloses two telegrams fram C-in-C MELF, stating
that there 1s no truth in report that arms and
immigrents were landed fram s.g 'VIDENCE with
help of a British Officer, Th8)Jews who did land

N

% ‘ B/ 2876(M04 ) from this ship were in posseskion of correctly

i Dated vissed pgpers. The circumstances of the 22 y

. 25 Jun 48 | immigrsnts who landed fram s.s. CAMPIDOGLIO were: the
% Received } same as those fram the PROVIDENCE. Not is known
i in Registry] 23 Jun 48 of the s.s. ARGENTINE having called at A and 1t
is suggested that the pictures in the "Sphere" and

e

bbbk

Last Paper
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Jewish immigration through the port of Haifa
after 16th May

WVe have been pressing the War Office, on the
instructions of the Secretary of State, to secure a report
from the General Officer Commanding at Haifa on this sub ject
in the light of the many complaints which we have received
from Arab governments. A letter was sent to the War Office
on E7571 explaining the points on which we required
information for the purpose of preparing a reply to the
Arabs. The War Office have now received telegrams from the
C.-in-C. Middle East Land Forces from which the following
picture emerges.

The SS "Providence", a MessagerieSMaritimes ship,
left Marseilles with about 950 passengers and arrived at
Beirut on May 23rd with only 20 passengers. She had
dropped about 920 Jewish immigrants at Haifa on May 22nd.

The SS "Campidoglio" landed about 220 immigrants at
Haifa on May 21, apparently in the same circumstances
as the S8 "Providence".

According to these Middle East reports, this is the
sum total of Jewish immigration into Haifa during the days
immediately following the termination of the Mandate. It
has been explained in previous minutes that the fact that
this immigration was permitted by the British military
authorities appears to have been due to a lack of liaison
between the Service authorities in London and the military
authorities on the spot. The War Office have expressed
their regret to the Department in discussing this matter;

@8 they recognise that they concurred in the despatch of a
telegram informing our representatives in Aradb countries, in
reply to an enquiry from Azzam Pasha, that Jewish immigration
through the port of Haifa would not be permitted during the
period between the end of the Mandate and the final withdrawal
of British troops (E5136 ). The War Office were under the
impression that the G.0.C. w>vld on no account permit such
immigration and one can only suppose that the whole thing was
a mistake due to the confusion arising out of the termination
of the Mandate. In any case, after these two ships had
landed their passengers, categorical instructions were
immediately sent to the Commanders in Chief on the sub ject
and the necessary measures were taken by the G.0.C. at Hajfa.

The Commanders in Chief have reported that there is
no truth in the allegation that arms and immigrants were
landed from the SS "Providence" with the assistance of a
British officer. They also state that the SS "Argentine",
which formed the subject of pictures in the Illustrated London
News and the Sphere at the end of May, did not land immigrants
at Haifa as suggested in those papers. The Commanders in
Chief suggest that the pictures referred to by
Mr. Houston Boswall were of immigrants from the SS "Providence"

We informed Arab posts on May 26 (telegram No.537 to
Bagdad) that Haifa port had been formally closed to immigrants
that a report had been called for on the case of the
SS "Providence™. It now remains to give our representatives
the substance of the information we have mm® secured from the
Var Office and I suggest that this could best be done by
drafting a reply to the memorandum from the Arab League in
E8216, which can be circulated for the information of other

Arab posts. 4‘14'\( W

25th June, 1948. /7¥.
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¢- H,L,E,C, Leask, D,8.0 B, K, ,

23 JUN 1948
We have now received a telegram from the Commande
in-Chief Middle East Land Forces, in reply to our request
for further information concerming the ships which it was
alleged had landed Jewish illegal immigrants at HAIFA after
the termination of the Mandate.

I have attached a copy of the first telegram we
received from the Commnander-in-Chief Middle East Land Foroes,
explaining circumstances under which the S8 PROVIDENCE

landed Jewish illegal immigrants at HAIFA on the 22nd May.
In the telegram dated 21st June which I have also attached,
it is8 stated that there is no truth in the allegation that
a cargo of arms and immigrants were landed with the
assistance of g British officer.

The Commander-in-Chief further states in this
latest telegram that a total of only 22 immigrants landed
at HAIFA from the 88 CAMPIDOGLIO on t 218t May, and the
circumstances of this incident were t same as those
reported concerning the immigrants who|landed from the

S8 PROVIDENCE,

Apparently Headquarters Britigh Troops in
Palestine have no knowledge of a ship d the 8S ARGENTINE
having called at HAIFA and suggest that\the pictures in the
Sphere and Illustrated London News were pf immigrants from

the 38 PROVIDENCE. |
9, 5 A3

lb“. ] LU - ;I" y
J.@,S, Beith Esg, W

Eastern Department,
The Foreign Office,

301440 Q¥023¥ 21718Nd
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From : C in C Molf D.T.O. 2;81"31"5];3;@3@ 

’

o

To : The War Offico
IMMEDIATE. »
TOP SEGRET. 768556/G(0)Ce
Ref your 13758(MOL) of 25 Moy,

onc.

A. The 920 Jows ex S8 Providence were c©ll in poss—

casion of corrcctly visccad ond valid papers, &nd werec therefore

indistinguishable from bonaofidec passCngCrs.

D 80 pcr ccnt of pcssports wero of thc Nenscn

plzsced persons by British Authoritics 1in

typc issucd to dis
Germony and Itoly ond by Fronch ALuthorities in Franco.

c. is thosc immigrants hcld corroct papers they

werc immunc from port control. Therc be}ng at the time no

specific cmbargo cxcept against Cyprus imaigrants.

\ D. GOC British Tps in Palestine has since ordered

that until finel withdrawel therae will bc no entry through

Haifa Port except for Scrvice and Govt personnel and selected

civilicnse .
E. C in C Med h&s similarly instructed Compal

Messcge Controls
Distribution by MoL(MoOL for action)
Copies to:- CIGS

VCIGS

DMO

DDMO(A%

MO1 p’-‘-( )

DMI

DDMI

MI 3
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@my - ‘. ‘ ‘ 5L lie -
NoEE3 I ’ 3” ’3.! FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.1.

Confidential.

woriwed,  [JOSB fSir,

With reference to your telegram No. 196 of

ft. DESPATCH loune 10th and your despatch of June 12th conveying

No../tﬁl. fthe contents of a memorandum from the Arab League

Ire
lon the subject of Jewish immigration and of

BMEO, arms into Haifa, I have to inform that the
CAIRO. ’ ° you

T T

. Fnatter has been investigated and the British
Copies to: :

1 8M REPS AT: - lputhorities on the spot have reported as follows:

E. It is a fact that the s.s. "PROVIDENCE"

r
i
301430 040234 21718Nd

CAIRO ‘f%;
BAGDAD . ‘ i

AMVAN §§7, landed about 920 Jews at Haifa on May 22nd and
JEDDA >
BEIRUT ﬁ;é/ that the s.s.
DAASCUS (2@
WASHINGTCN 454
¢

"CAMPIDOGLIO" landed about 220 Jews

pn the previous day. Immediately after these éases

Were reportec instructions were sent to the
UK DEL NEW YORK (¥

IN THIS MARGIN.

ritish military authorities in the Middle East to
[the effect that no immigration should take place
[through the port of Haifa while British troops were

o e
‘ — - " 9 I fin occupation and that all possible steps should

' - be taken to prevent Jewish immigration into an
Jus Rons | P : Y
R L? fart of the British withdrawal area.

5. Meanwhile, the General Officer Commnanding had
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;Hi? / i ssued a decision on his own account that Haifa

A rould not be used for other than official

Z:FJ./{]-u“

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN

bassenger traffic during the withdrawal. No

NOONOT

Further immigration has taken place d¢hrough the

bort of Haifa and the Britisi military authorities

38 01 LON - HdJV¥DO0LOHd LHDIYALOD

have reported that there is no truth in the

pllegation that arms and immigrants were landed fro
the s.s. "PROVIDELRCE" with the assistance of a
British officer.

:";(;ff* \ L. I shall be grateful if you will reply to the

- PR e

ypemorandum from the Arab League on the limes of the

?receding paragra: h§, For ‘your information, the

440) We. 39031/155 100m. 3/48 A.O.St.

fisembarkation of passengers from the s.s.

/"PROVIDENCE"




whether it ibuiﬁ_bé*pgpfit&ble?to enter into
further details in correaspondence with the Arab :
League but you are authorised, should you think it

desirable, to eXpresé regret orally, when making

this communication, at what occurred.

S. | e furdung Copiia Y MRas
Auapatcin & LA af Avak
posts "-M‘QM"‘ anl M
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Please refer to ny letter dated 23rd June.

I have attached a telegram from the
Commander-in-Chief, Middle East Land Forces, which
18 an amendment to a telegram dated 2ist June, of
which a copy has been already forwarded to yOouU.

- It appears, that owing to a clerical error,
it was stated that only twenty-two Jewish illegal
immigrants disembarked at HAIFA from the S.S.

‘CAMPIDOGLIO on the 21st May, whereas in reality a

total of two hundred and twenty Jewish illegal immigrants
-landed at HAIFA from this ship.

/ FLEAKiZS TTTLTTI T
| -:20u313fay

s

: I very much regret having misinformed you
on this point and I hope it has not caused great

inconvenience. e J Q(’ . \We )ﬂ, n., MSMJI

- "‘ﬂ &I’GhJi«1 hra . q[]Hv#

J‘G.S. Beith’ EBq., #“'v\ L
Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,

S.We 1o
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ONE TOME SYSTEM. INDEXED
. Recd. 23 June L8.

| - © D,T.0. 231130 B June. '
. Trom:- C in G Melf., | .
To :- War Office,
. INMEDIATE,

‘TOP SECRET, 83209 G(0)C.

301440 Q¥023¥ J118Nd

. Ref our 82797 G(0)C F 21 June Para Two. Amendment.
- Number of immigrants landed from Campidoglio should read
‘two hundred and twenty not twenty two.

| ]

Message Control.

/-(Lg 0 ITIZHI[I(TIITI]IH
-:30ud.iafay |

w

" Distribution by MOL
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MO1,4(8) Foreign Office - J.G.S. Boith Esq.
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FORRIGN OFPICE. 8.W.1
{ su1y, 19u8.

¥o. 10Y
(E 8513/1399/31)
gonfidential.

8ir,

Wwith reference to your telegram Fo. 196 of 10th June
and your despstch of 12th June conveying the contents of
a memporandum from the Arab League on the subject of Jewish
jmmigration d import of arms into Haifa
1 have to imform Your Excellency that the matter has been
jnvestigated and the British authorities on the spot have

reported as followsa:

2. It is a fact that the 8.8. wpROVIDENCE" landed
about 920 Jews at Haifa on 22nd May and that the s.8.
wCAMPIDOGLIO" landed about 220 Jews on the previous day.
Immediately after these cases were reported instructions
were sent to the British military authorities in the Middle
Esst to the effect that no immigration gshould take place
through the port of Haifa while British tropps were in
oecupation and that all possible steps should be taken to
prevent Jewish immigration ijnto any part of the British

withdrawal areae.

321440 Q¥0234 21718nd

-:30udia, 4y

the General Officer Commanding had
own aecouat that Haifa could not
passenger traffic during
gration hos taken place

3, Meanwhile,
jgsued a deeislon on his
be used for other than official
the withdrawal. Ko further immi
through the port of Haifa and the British military
authorities have reported that there is no truth in the
allegation that arms and immigrants were landed from the
s.s. PROVIDENCE" with the assistance of a British officer.

L. I shall be grateful 1if you will reply to the
memorandum from the Arab League on the lines of the

preceding paragraphs. Forfyour 1nforuatioaz the
disembarkation of passenyort from the s.8. 'PROVIDENCE"
and the 8.5« g"CAMPIDOGLIO" appears to have been due %o a
misunderstanding. I doubt whether 1t would be profitable
respohdence with the

to emter imto furiher details in cor
Arab League but YO are authorised, should you think it
regret orally, when msking thls

desirable, to expresd
communication, at what oscurred.

5, 1 am gsending coples of this despatich to His
t Arab posts and Washington and

Meajesty's Representatives 2
to Sir Alexander Cadogan.

I am, with great truth and respect,

8ir
Your lunellency's’obedient gervant,

(For the Secretary of State)

19989/ TLE O THzHW?

‘321440 Q¥003Y
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l\ A /J / h7ﬁ75/
His Excellency,
Mr. J.M. Troutbeck,e]sﬁpyﬂgn,hh, “,

etc. ,etc., etc.
3r1tish Miadle East Office,
Calro.
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Ie Caire, e June 16th, 1948,

MEMORANDUN. =

Ithuoemtothoknovlodpoftho

Leagus of Arab States that two Vvessels, one flying the

Panama Flag and the other apparently that eof Poland, arrived

at an early hour in the morning of Monday, the 14th of Junme,

at Haifa. One of the vessels carries tanks and the other guns

and ammnition, all destined for the Zionists,

301440 Q40034 J178nd

The vesseld did not enter the pert,

it being under British control, but stopped short at the side

of an adjoining quay, belonging to ‘the Irsqian Petroleum

cw ‘(Io?oCo)o

-:30ua.afay

To allow these two vessels to emter the
port of Haife and unload their ocargo constitutes a violation
of the pledges given by the British Authoritiu to prevent the
utilisation of the pert for the admission of Jowish immigrents

19989/ TLE

and arms, as well as an infringement of the resolution passed

by the Seeurity Couneil om the 29th of Moy, 1948, relating to
the Cease-Fire Order in Palestine,

The Arab League, therefore » oxpects that the British

‘321440 Q4033
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Authorities who are still responsible for the Port of

NOQNOT

Haifa would prevent these vessels from unloading their carge
and the falling of these arms and mmitions in the hands of
the Zionists,
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D. 4.56 p.m. 85th June, 1948,
R 617 pom. 25th June, 1948,

26th June, 1948,

E'r?gf 5?M7“;' P

‘
| -
My telegrsm No,205 snd your telegram No, 847,

I hgve infarmed Secretariat of Aradb League that
mrhg%wumtnnn a is that there is no
truth whatever in the egation contained in
their memorandum that Pansia and Polish ships had

arrived in Haifa,
Note b Cmmn%cationt Department: -
[Telegrz;.No.64 was repstition of Heifa Ne,112]
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; Number }

“  TELEGRAM F
. HAIFA (Mr Mery
Dated 26 Jun 48

Received |
in Registry) 28 Jun 48

E

PALESTINE

-

 telogran 684 of 32 Jun 48,
%, 05 Bagdad telegram. te Haifa No.4
ce telegram to Haifa 167(E8498/1399/41

Ship called "Atlanis" in Bagdad telegram 684

appears to be "Altalena", which did mot ecome mai?

Haifa but was gnvolved in battle between Haganah

and Irgun Zwei Lewni, . -
Naval authorities have wasted much time in

engquiring into shilar unfeunded reports from Arabs.
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Hoifa telegram No,155 of 86th Jume 1548
to Foreign 51?1“.

Paragraph 1, line 8§:-
For "[? gps, omitted]" read "caused",

COMMUONICATIONS DEPARTMENT
4th July 1948,
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CYPHER/OTP POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION - B

FROM HATFA TO FQREBIGN OFFICE -

ﬁ_“ﬁgmtf' D: 4,13 p.u, 26th June, 1948,

26th June, 1943, - R: 8,15 p.m. 26th June, 19,8, .

Repeated to: Bagdad,
B.¥.E,0,(Cairo),
Je;'uazlem t 87 2, 2
Beirut Saving, '
Damasgcus Sav'ing, , | '
Amnan Saving, '

Jedds Saving. \28 _JUN 1348

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 135 of June 26th
ated Bsgdad, B,M.E.0,(Csiro) and Jerusslem and Saving

Be rut, Damascus Amman and Jedds,
Your telegrsm No, 167, £ s/ ':/°H

3499 5'

Bagdad mle%{am No, 6847 Sh t erevn called Atlanis
appears to be Altalens whioh did no’c &t not) come near
Halfa but [? grps.omtd,] battle botween gena and I,Z.L.
snd crisis in "Government state of Israel",

331440 Q¥0234 2O178Nd

2, Naval suthorities have wasted much time in enquiring
into similer umfounded reports from Arsb sources, .

}A
-
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" >
(\:\
3
[ &%)
-
-
\
Lo -
o0
(o |
[ o ]
-y

Foreign Office repeat Bsgdad, B.k,Z,0.,, Jerusalem
gs my telegrams Nos. 8, 7 and 15 respectlvciy

[Repeated to Bagdsd, B,l1,1,0, and Jerusalem]

Qa3
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ﬁ_‘i’_&. D: 5,15 p.m, 30th Jume, 1948,
h Jme, 1948, R: 7.06 p.m. 30th June, 19A8,

Repeated to: Haifa,

L EJrey

My telegram No, 19 e S
_/‘_ﬂ /L/(‘* 2’///_‘3“)(/ J’/’

I assume {hat stotement mage in Haifs telegram No,122

to_you as corrected by your 1074 to Cairo refers to the
sllegation that a British officer assisted in the dis-
embarkstion of immigrsnts sand stares,

I propose therefore answering Arab League's memorandum
by conveying to them the denisl contained in Haifa tolegm
No. 122, As regards the request in lsst paraﬁnph of ¢t
League's memorsndum I sugﬁt I merely give them the
infoarmation contained in st two sentences only of Haifa
telegrem No, 41 to you.

C 685735573,
Plesse pess @ an/fa 88 my telegram No, 9,

(Repeated to Hsifs],

321440 Q¥023¥ 2178Nd
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE Reference: -

COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH - NOT TO BE
3 REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY Wi TH-

) OUT PERMISSION OF THE PUBLIC
w.N_. mmmm» RECORD OFFICE, LONDON

Your telegren No. 219 [of Jume 30th:

"Providence" csse]

Awsit instructions by beg.

g

g 3
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Ea Qlair
B 8938/1399/51 |
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POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION °
FROM PANAMA TO FOREIGN OFFRC® JUL 1348

Mr, Greenway D: 6,12,p,m. Juwe 80th, 1948,
No, 73. R: 2.6, a.m, July 1st, 1948,

June 30th, 1948,
Repsated to United Kingdom Delegatiom New Yark and Cairo,

301440 Q400234 J178Nd

Addressed to Fareign Office telegram No, 72 of Juwe

30th, repeated to United Kingdom:Delegption New York and

Caﬁo. W n,;,/lgf Lo
Foreign Office telegram No, 1069 [sic] td Cairo.
Local press rcgarts Panamaniae Goveroment has

igsued decree forbi ding ships and ssroplanes registered

in Panams from carrying arms awd mem of military age to
Palestine,

2, Text of decree follows by air mail as soon as
available,
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N ' .l Refers to Haifa tolezrll 135 (E878%/

TELEGRAM Fﬂ‘m It is importent that unfounded reports
BAGBAD (8ir H Maek). of 1llegal amms should be deniod, despite ALLfi

No. of obtaining smthentie mwum ander pr

765 - conditions in Haifa. s telegrem mm retcmce
Dated 8 Jul 48 | does not clarify the caseé of the Polish ship referred
to in Bagdad telegrap 684 ( m@q(:sw/sx)
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1

Recetved : .
k Regm,y} 18 Jul 48
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P 10 oI FFICE,

Sir H, lack,
No, 785, D, ©,82 p.m, 9th July, 1948.
Yy, 1948, R. 11.8 p., 8th July, 1948,

Repeated to Hpifa, B X.E.C., 4nd Saving to Jerusalem; Peirut,
‘ Damascus, Auman and Jedda.

301440 QY¥023¥% J178Nnd

! L; 0 _Foreign Oft plegram No, 785 of
7Ek July - ITRatIoN §0 B, M. r. 0. ané
HEITR ehd Sa ng to Jeru-alcn, Beirut, ﬁnmascu:, Auman

and Jedd = 9722/)397/3,

Haifa telegram No, 185 te you,

Dolpite difficu1t¥ of obtainiaf authentio
: intor}t len under presen n

conditiens Haifa I submit

tha ia' -pertnnt to be able to deng unfounded reports.
telegram under reference does net enable me to

do this in the case of Polish ship referred to in By

telegran 684,
[grp. undec, ? also] te you,
Forelgn Office pass Haifa as ny telegram 11.

ot repeated te Haifa pending departmental
instructiens].

0:0

19989 [ 1L€ OJ”TZ”WH’II]]M

NOONOT ‘301430 Q¥023Y

2178Nd 3HL J0 NOISSIWY3Id LNO

“HLIM ATVI IH4VYD0L0Hd Q3DNA0Y 43 Y
38 0L LON - HJV¥D0LO0Hd LHDI4AdOD




Dated " 4% Jul 4§ Coples being sent to H.M, representatives at
Received Lo  Arab posts, )h Washington, and to Sir

Refers to FO despatch 108 (E8515/1399/51)e -

i granarr s S Yy
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SOTFIDENTTAL 7{3
BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFFICE,

10 SHARIA TOLUMBAT,
CAIRO.

17th dulv, 19 e
TR Ly, e N OB,

2 1 JUL 1948

BENT TO DEPT,
Witih reference to vour doaratelh o, 108

(E 8513/1399/31) of thc %th July, 19.53; I
have the honour to forvunrd liercuith a co y

of nemorandw:i which I hnve zont to the 3
General of the Sirab Leacue in ﬂnfly to h
euorandw of 7th June, o cory of vhiiel, was
forwarded to you under iy dv\(;.ﬂa of the 12tu
June,

‘ctﬂry

I am sending cories of this des vateh with
the enclosure to ﬂ.u. rerresentatives at tie
Arab posts and Wasbhington anl to 3ir Alexander
Jadogan,

I have the honour to be with the
hichest re«w et
Sir,
Your :ost obedient,huwile cervant.

T Vea b fecke

The Rt. Hon., Ernest Devin 1L T,
H.li. Principal Secrctary of State for Foreign
Foreign Office,

301440 QG¥0234 J178Nd
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16th July, 1948.

The Head of the British Middle East Offige
presente his compliments to the Secretary Genmsral
of the Aradb League and has the honour to refer to
the latter's memorandum of the 7th Juns, 1948 on
the subjeat of the arrival at Haifa of the
S.8. PROVIDENCE. The facte of the case have now
been eatablishad and are as follows :

2. On ths 22nd May the 8.8, Providencs

landed sbout 920 Jews at Haifa and on the previous
day the 8.3, Campidoglio about 220 Jews. Imnediately
af'ter these cases were reported instructions ware
sent to the British military authorities in the
M1ddle East to the effect that no immigration should
take plece through ths port of Haife while British
troops were in cocupation and that all poasaible

steps should be taken to prevent Jewish immigration
into any part of the British withdrawsl area,

3. Heanwhile, the General Officer Commanding
hed issued a decision on his own ascount that

Haifa could not be used for other than official
passenger traffic during the withdrawal, Ko further
immigration took plase through the port of Baifa up
to the time of the withdrawal of British forces and
the British military authorities have reported that
there is no truth in the allegation that arms and
immigrants wore landed from the S.8. Providenss with
the assistance of a British Officer.

I99@/{Lg O AL
-:90us.afay

321340 0¥0234 J1718Nnd

‘301440 Q4003

J178Nd 3HL 40 NOISSIRYI4 LNO

NOGNO1

“HLIM ATIVI IHJVYO0L0Hd Q30NA0Y 43
38 0L LON - HdVYDO0LOHd LHOI¥ALOD




